The Manual for 501 Radiosonde Data

o The 501 Card raobs were for 1928 - 45.
This manual gives the years for each station.

o All the 501 data was once digitized. Now it appears that it is all
lost (thrown away). Sad. |

¢ The 505 Cards for 1939 - 52 are also described.

o Card deck 541, US raobs for 1941 — 47. It also appears that much of

this data has been lost.

o There are 14 pages in this set of papers.

Roy Jenne
6 Dec 2001
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The Manual for 501 Radiosonde Data

Roy Jenne
24 Oct 2001

There are | pages in this manual and 3 pages in the front.
1. The manual for 501 card radiosonde data

This card manual describes radiosonde data on punched cards (on 501 cards). The stations
and dates are listed in the manual. Data for US stations started about 1928 to 1934. We think
that these data have been lost, but perhaps it still exists on paper or microfilm. The cards were
once on tape set TD5401, but then someone purged these tapes. This is very frustrating! There
are maps of the data locations of stations in the USA and overseas.

5 Information about three card decks of rawinsondes

(This information is from “Older Rawinsonde Data,” by R. Jenne, 32 p, finished 1996.)
This text is in another bundle of scanned papers.

Card Deck 501 (1928-45)

Raobs. The reference manual for this set of cards is dated Apr 1946. It lists the dates of
radiosonde data on cards for about 99 U.S. stations. Many of them start about 1939, but earlier
aircraft observations (for raobs) started about 1925-34 at many stations. A map in the manual
(in this text) shows overseas locations. Note that the listing for TD 54 says that 501 cards got
onto the tapes, but they are no longer there. An Asheville listing of card decks dated Jul 1969
includes Deck 501, "USWB radiosonde - constant height, not filmed, cards destroyed." From
this evidence and from previous conversations, I suspect that the digital data are gone forever.
Dick Davis (NCDC) has verified this statement. The paper record may still be saved.

e The huge work to key enter data was done. Later the data was all purged. This is so
frustrating. This dataset had all the U.S. upper air observations for 1928-45.

o A sheet (map) is attached, dated 1946, that shows the worldwide coverage of data on 501
cards. It is a huge shame that we don't still have the data.

CD 505 (Card Deck 505 of U.S. Stations), Sep 1939-52-on
Thirty U.S. stations were key-entered for Sep 1939 - Jun 1952. "Then in July 1952, more stations
started, and they all continue to the late 1960s. Canadian stations started in Jan 1957 in this

deck, and there are some stations in Japan, etc. Is this deck only significant levels? The U.S.
had more stations than this for these years.
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