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The Background for This Story
(The day civilization collapsed)

There was a meeting about research on satellite data in about 1967. 1 gave a talk
about the data issues to archive the satellite data and give access to users. At that
time, the best and only technology to save the data was a reel of tape, where the
tape was 1/2-inch wide and 2400 feet long. A reel of tape was about 10.5 inches in
diameter. The technology then would only hold 10 to 12 megabytes of data on such
a tape.

I have a lasting memory about the other research talks in the meeting. About half of
the papers described how they had to prepare a subset of the total data volume so
that it was practical to process the data. The other half of the papers argued for
more resolution in space and time (so, a lot more volume). In year 2001, 40 to 100
GBytes will fit on one small tape. However, we still have the problem that people
often take so much satellite data that it is not practical to study global climate
problems for 5 to 15 years. There are solutions, but it is hard to get people to think
about the solutions.

The 1967 meeting was held at NCAR. One person who heard my talk was Jim
O'Brien who then worked at NCAR. He came up to me a few days later with a copy
of this science fiction story and said, “I think that you should see this, Roy.”

I have showed this story to a number of people during 1967 -~ 2001. Some people
have been very interested in it. We are putting it on line so that more people can
see it. Also, Jim O’Brien has been a professor Oceanography at Florida State
University for many years. Jim, thanks very much for showing me this interesting
story that was published 40 years ago.
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