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Some Stories about Computer Purchases

Roy Jenne
4 Jan 2001

Aug 1999: NCAR buys an IBM supercomputer (for $6.5m)

Sep 1999: Navy Monterey buys an SGI for $18m. Sustained 10 Gflop now;
will be 100 Gflop in 2001.

Sep 1999: SGI has plans for a very fast computer.

Oct 1999: NOAA, Boulder gets a new fast computer from Compaq (Dec Alpha
chips), for $15m. '

Jan 2000: New computer for US Weather Service, Washington DC (NCEP).
An IBM upgrade

Mar 2000: France buys supercomputer (a Compaq)

Aug 2000: Pittsburgh (NSF) center buys a‘Compaq. Almost $45m.
= 682 Compaq Alpha servers, each with 4 Alpha processors

Aug 2000: A big Compaq computer for DOE
» Big, very fast, very expensive

Oct 2000: A new computer for GFDL (NOAA)
» They get an SGI

= They had 15 Gflop in Sep 2000, real power
= Will have 60 Gflop in Oct 2000

= Will have 150 Gflop in Jun 2002

= Total cost $34m, paid over 3 or 4 years
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